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Library Renovation
By:Liliana Magrino

 Have you recently found yourself in a situation where you needed a book for one of your classes or wanted 
to go to makerspace during lunch, but you found that the library doors were locked? Don't worry, those doors will 
be open before the end of this school year. You may be wondering what's going on behind those locked doors. Well, 
the GCMS Library is being renovated! I was able to sit down and interview our GCMS librarian, Mrs.Wenger, so 
I will be sharing everything I know with you. First of all, Dr. Greenwald’s room was knocked down to enlarge the 
inside space of the library. Due to extra space being added, there will be a recording studio which will be set up 
towards the back of the library. Mrs.Wenger says the new recording studio will include really awesome features such 
as sound proofing, green screens, film equipment, and more. There will be a variety of spaces open to all classes and 
makerspace. One of the spaces, I believe, will be a GCMS favorite, the new lounge area with all different types of 
furniture. Lastly, for all of  the bookworms out there, don't worry because if anything is not going to change, it’s the 
books. There will be a lot of new books. That's all I know for now. I hope you all visit to the library when it's ready.

The Upstairs Renovation
By: Jennifer Garcia

 If you have walked past the area on the second floor that is diagonal to Mrs. Shea's room, you might have wondered 
what is going on behind closed doors.  Recently, I had the pleasure of sitting down with Mr. Samuelson to ask him some 
questions and alleviate the mystery.  

-What kind of construction has been done inside the area?
Two classrooms were turned into one by taking out the wall that separated the two classes.  Also the walls of a 
connecting book storage room were taken down to combine this space as well. The construction crew replaced the walls 
with glass windows. It's  going to be a new and improved learning space.
-How long has this area been planned?
The area has been planned for eighteen months. Construction crews started the work during the summer. The building 
wasn't the only part of the work, planning was also a major part of it.
-Do you have an idea of when it will be completed?
The room will be finished in another few months. The electric is done, the furniture needs to be put in, and the whole 
space needs to be organized and cleaned up.
- Who will use it?What kind of classes will utilize the space?
It will be available to everyone.   Every student, at some point, will get a chance to use it. It will be available to all 
classes for all kinds of learning experiences.
-What cool new features is it going to have?
There is going to be flexible furniture that can be easily moved and is very comfortable. There will be different ways to 
share information on screens, everyone in the room will be able to see multiple computers at the same time, and they 
will be able to interact with each others's screens. There will be alot of group experiences available as well. 
- Will there be a supervisor in the room at all times?
Yes, there will be a supervisor in the room at all times.
-How will the space  be organized?
There will be several breakout areas. Like the solar system, there will be a middle area and spaces that orbit around it.

Thanks to Mr. Samuelson for taking the time for the interview.  It sounds like a great space and one that everyone will 
benefit from experiencing.  
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Flying Cars May Become a Reality
By: Kiran Smith

 According to DOGOnews, flying cars may become a reality. The 
Chinese automobile company Xpeng AeroHT demonstrated their first 
flying car on October 10, 2022. The demo flight was witnessed by 150 
conference attendees and officials. This flying car produces no carbon 
emissions and is motored by an electric engine. Another aircraft made 
by Xpeng AeroHT is a car that can be put into “ground mode” and 
when it is, can drive as a normal car, then can transition to a flying car 
by the owner pressing “flight mode.” Maybe by 2050 our world will be 
full of flying cars and safer, faster, better for the environment driving.

Puppy Found Floating Down a River is in His New Home
    By Caroline Weber
 On Oct. 3, two good people fished a sick puppy out of the Texas 
River. They took the puppy to a nearby shelter. The shelter determined that 
the puppy had canine parvovirus, which is a very contagious virus that is 
usually deadly to shelter dogs. The virus could also be fatal if left untreated. 
 When the shelter let the couple know how sick he was, they weren’t just 
going to give up on him. Instead, they drove two hours to “Austin Pets Alive!”, a  
non profit, no  kill, animal shelter in Austin, Texas, which has a special intensive  
care  unit   to treat puppies with parvovirus. The puppy's name is  Kayak.
 When Kayak came in, they said he was only about  16 pounds and 
in really bad shape. The next day, after getting fluids, he was 18.4 pounds. 
“We will try anything that will help the pets in our care,” Suzie Chase 
said. “We believe all of them deserve a chance at being in a loving home.”
 Kayak is making the most of that chance. After his successful 
treatment, he joined a shelter with other puppies for adoption. An 
Austin resident, Ascenia Barajas, arrived with her daughter, Ryanne. 
“Kayak was just calm, cool and collected,” Barajas told Today. “He was 
sitting there with his big ol' ears that went to the side. They were just 
adorable. And when my daughter got close, he didn’t bark at her like 
the other puppies did. None of the other dogs vibed with Ryanne like 
Kayak did.” On the car ride home, Kayak sat next to Ryanne the whole 
time.  Kayak loves playing fetch and knows to bring the ball back. He 
sleeps in a princess loft with Ryanne every night.  “It seems like Kayak 
is very grateful to be in a home–not in the water, not in a box, and not 
in a shelter,” Baraja said. “You can just tell he’s grateful to be with us.”

Halloween

Ticket Takedown 
By: Charlotte Kenny

 The desire for Swift's Eras Tour tickets quickly became a major fail 
for many of her fans. Ticketmaster is currently being sued because of the 
phenomenon and debacle that struck Taylor Swift’s fans. The Swifties are suing 
Ticketmaster and Live Nation over the failed presale on November 15. They 
have filed a lawsuit over fraud, misrepresentation, and many other reasons. More 
than two dozen fans are suing. This lawsuit was filed on December 2, 2022 in 
California. Ticketmaster is facing a penalty of $2,500 dollars for each violation. 
Ticketmaster released presale codes in November. Unfortunately, when the 
presale started, a large number of fans went to the website to get their tickets. 
This caused problems for the website, and millions of fans didn’t get tickets 
even if they had presale codes. Then, Ticketmaster didn’t have enough tickets 
to sell to the general public. The lawsuit that Ticketmaster is facing states that 
Ticketmaster purposely provided and let out too many codes. The approximate 
amount of the presale codes that were released is around 1.4 million codes. 
Taylor Swift was assured that the company and website could handle the high 
demand for the tickets. “It really pissed me off that a lot of (fans) feel like they 
went through several bear attacks to get them,” said Taylor Swift. Ticketmaster 
says and claims that more than 3.5 million people signed up for the presale, the 
largest registration in history. The lawsuit claims that Ticketmaster was “eager 
to allow” scalpers into the website and presale in order to collect extra fees 
on the resold tickets. Ticketmaster has apologized to Taylor Swift and her fans 
("Swifties") after their failed presale. They blame an overwhelming surge and 
bot attacks for creating the massive demand. There was so much activity on the 
website which locked out many fans that were registered and received special 
codes allowing ticket purchases. This presale was definitely one to remember. 

https://www.cnn.com/2022/12/05/business/ticketmaster-taylor-swift-lawsuit/index.html
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t a y l o r - s w i f t - f a n s - t i c k e t i n g - d e b a c l e - 1 2 3 5 1 8 8 2 1 9 /

https://www.google.com/search?q=eras+tour+taylor+swift&rlz=1C1CHBF_enUS1032US1033&source=lnms&tbm=isc
h&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjs1fT9rPz7AhUqN1kFHby_AwkQ_AUoAXoECAEQAw&biw=1024&bih=625&dpr=1#imgr
c=S7DYqIDzrkO8qM

https://www.entrepreneur.com/science-technology/heres-how-people-really-feel-about-flying-cars/293167

https://www.today.com/pets/abandoned-puppy-floating-box-river-adopted-rcna57094

Ancient Egyptian Secrets Unlocked?  
Kate Koczko

         Ancient Egypt, one of the oldest civilization, has many secrets. 
People didn't even know what pyramids, hieroglyphs, and more were until 
they were discovered in 1799 by French soldiers. After ancient Egypt 
was discovered, there wasn’t any information on how to actually read the 
hieroglyphs. In 1802, one of the broken stones was brought to the British 
Museum. After two decades, every European country had a copy of it so 
the  examination could go quicker. So far they have figured out a ton of 
new things such as the stone features three scripts in two languages, 14 
lines of formal hieroglyphs, 32 lines in the demotic language, and 54 lines 
of ancient Greek. Ancient Egypt, our oldest civilization, has many secrets. 
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 Hurricane Ian and its Aftermath: What Happened is SHOCKING
                                                   By Santo Aquila
 No surprise, but the wrath of Hurricane Ian has been felt pretty much 
everywhere across the East Coast. Hurricane Ian was a total mess.   New York had 
one consecutive week of rain and storm surges.  Severe damage has been reported 
from as far south as Florida to as far north as the state of South Carolina, to 
southwest Florida being badly damaged, especially in the Naples and Fort Myers 
areas. Read more to find out the truth about this devastating hurricane that killed 
100+ people.
 This was devastating to many people across Florida. As houses sank under 
water from the hurricane and storm surges, many people struggled to survive. 
Houses were destroyed. The bridge to Sanibel Island was destroyed as well. 
Public buildings and stores in Naples were flooded.  Even the tenants in apartment 
buildings in Fort Myers couldn't escape the devastation. Life for citizens across 
the area is going to be a lot different due to the damage around these large cities in 
the southwestern portion of Florida. As category  
Hurricane Ian moved at 140 mph near the west coast, many cities sustained devastating 
damage including Tampa, Naples, Marco Island, and other cities on the west coast 
near the Gulf of Mexico. We might be asking ourselves, “What will happen for this 
state’s future?” “Why is this currently happening?”  “How will we stay safe in this 
weather?” These are all good questions. Solving and answering them will be hard 
for the people of the East Coast. Well, I am here to solve these questions for you.
 First off, Florida is a peninsula, meaning that the state borders the 
oceans on three sides. The main ocean borders are the Atlantic Ocean to the 
east and south, along with the Gulf of Mexico, which is the southwestern 
ocean border. Secondly, Florida gets more rain than any other state or territory 
in the USA. Third of all, Florida experiences the most thunderstorms in the 
world, and this is a huge disadvantage to Florida, as ocean temperatures are 
rising due to climate change (which is a whole other controversial topic). 
         To answer the second question topic, staying safe.  People need to follow 
every evacuation rule that happens when there is an emergency. Go to the 
farthest safe place from the hurricane/tropical storm/storm surge.  Also, try to 
stay together with family members and be very careful if walking or running 
outside as houses might have been destroyed and debris and electric lines 
might have be on the ground. It might be a good idea to form an alliance with 
neighboring residents of your city to form a well planned evacuation plan.
         Lastly, southwestern and southeastern Florida are in serious trouble when 
it comes to future generations. As Miami is getting hit by many hurricanes, 

History of the Rockefeller Center Christmas Tree 
By: Maeve Durkan

 Every year NYC puts up a giant Christmas tree in Rockefeller 
Center. This year, the annual tree lighting is on Wednesday, November 
30. The first ever tree lighting was in December 1933! For ninety years, 
the Rockefeller Christmas tree has stood as a holiday beacon to millions 
of people. In 1942 during World War II, the tree was dressed up in red 
and white garlands with blue ornaments and wooden stars. The tallest 
tree was in 1999, standing at 100 feet tall! In December of 2001, the 
tree was dressed in red white and blue in honor of the lives lost in 9/11. 
The latest redesign was in 2018.  A new star, designed and built by the 
famous architect, Daniel Libeskind, tops the tree. It's 9 feet 4 inches 
tall! It has over 3 million Swarovski crystals across 70 triangular spikes. 
During this year's lighting, Gwen Stefani and Blake Shelton will perform 
a duet of their holiday single, "You Make it Feel Like Christmas." 

https://www.newyorkcity.ca/rockefeller-
center-christmas-tree-lighting-ceremony/

‘KPOP’ On Broadway is Closing After Two Weeks of Being on 
Broadway

By: Amelia Moran
 The musical KPOP, which broke new grounds on Broadway for its casting 
and representation of Korean culture, is closing after just a few weeks on Broadway. 
The musical that was first premiered off-broadway back in 2017, will perform their 
last show on December 11, 2022. The show had forty-four previews and seventeen 
regular performances. The final performance will also include a panel speaking 
and reflecting on AAPI (Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders)representation. In 
support of that final performance, 200 complimentary tickets will be given to the 
community and youth of AAPI. The show tells the story of various K-Pop groups 
and a solo superstar who have to come together to film a special, one-night only 
concert. During the show, the group finds themselves unpacking and dealing with 
cultural and personal issues that threaten to put the hottest label in the industry into 
dismantling, along with themselves as artists. After producer Joey Parnes spoke 
to The HollyWood Performer, Parnes acknowledged that the show did struggle to 
attract theatergoers to unknown work when some people are still scared to return 
to theaters. The musical has made less than $20,000 a week, ranking as one of the 
lowest-grossing industry tallies. The musical’s quick closing means that it will not 
be able to benefit from the boost from the holiday season. Other than the box office’s 
stats, the musical’s presence has made historical impact by being the first show to 
mark the terms of its subject. The creative cast and development team has made 
the first ever Broadway show to discuss Korean culture. The cast has a musical 
track of eighteen songs featuring lines in both English and Korean. Hopefully, 
this show will inspire others to make more musicals with cultural representation.

Helping Students Succeed
By: Anna Olcott 

 Have you ever wondered how students in other countries learn? In 
America, students are able to learn with technology. For example, most 
schools in this country provide computers for students as a learning source. 
In certain areas of Pakistan, students do not even know what computers are. 
However, a woman named Nelly Cheboi wants this to change. Nelly grew 
up in Pakistan with not many resources helping her to survive. However, 
she was a very hardworking student and ended up getting a full ride 
scholarship in America at Augustana College. While Nelly was attending 
this college she accidentally discovered computer science and fell in love 
with it. Nelly wanted the kids in her community to experience the same 
things she got to experience while in America. She remembered that most 
of the computer companies have computers that end up in landfills. Nelly 
had the idea of bringing these computers to the schools in her community 
instead of throwing them away. Over time Nelly's idea has worked. She 
works with colleges, companies, and institutions to help bring these 
computers to the schools in Pakistan. Once the computers get to Pakistan, 
they are cleaned and rebuilt with their own operating system to use while 
at school. Thanks to these computers, the kids in Pakistan are able to learn 
with the new technology and help their families make money online. To 
conclude, Nelly Cheboi has impacted the lives of many families in Pakistan. 

Don’t Go Outside 
By: Ashley Ryker 

 During fire season, Seattle has to deal with very bad air quality.  
Many wildfires burned during the first week of November. People 
who live in Seattle have to put up with the terrible air quality after 
several wildfires darkened skies on Wednesday and Thursday in the 
Pacific Northwest. According to global rankings, Seattle, Portland, and 
Oregon are now the highest ranked places involving poor air quality. 
Residents were urged to remain inside and not go outside. Rain helps 
to put out the fires, but also causes a lot of smoke. As a result of this,  
people have been warned about the air quality and being outside. 
 

Breece Hall Injury
By: James Shiraldi

 Breece Hall is a running back for the Jets and had an outstanding performance 
for the first seven weeks of the 2022 season with a whopping 463 yards, 5.8 average, 4 
touchdowns, and  19 receptions.  Sadly he was injured  and tore his ACL.  He will be out for 
the remainder of the 2022 season.  We wish him the best of  luck  and  a speedy recovery. 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fplaybill.com%2Fproduction%2Fkpop-broadway-circle-in-
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          Unity Day

 Unity Day GCMS 2022           
             By:Erica Egor    

 October 19, 2022, was Unity Day. Unity Day is celebrated as a way to stand up against bullying. Why is this important?  You might now 
know that everyday, one out of four students is bullied. On Unity Day, teachers, staff, and students wear orange and show their support by 
handing out orange bracelets.  At the middle school, students were welcomed into school by walking under an arch of orange balloons while 
teachers, students, and staff waved orange pom poms at the entrance to school. In addition, students were encouraged to write compliments on 
post its and posters were hung up around the school.  We also got to watch a video on homebase on how to be an upstander and not a bystander. 
  This Unity Day, famous author Jen Colonita came to the Garden City Middle School. Jen Colonita is the author of over forty-
two books. Some of her latest books include:   Frozen’s Polar Nights, Cast into Darkness, 12 to 22 and Diamond in the Rough. As 
a kid, Ms. Colonita was not an avid reader, but with the help of one of her teachers, she was able to find books that both challenged her young 
mind and helped her appreciate the world of books. “Never give up on your dreams,” was Jen Colonita's parting message to students. 
 In   addition, we  had  an  assembly  about   internet   safety.  Internet  safety   is   important   because   being safe  online   means   
individuals   are    protecting   themselves    and others  from   online  harms  and risks which may jeopardize their personal information,  lead   
to  unsafe  communications  or  even  affect  their  mental  health  and  well being.

Jen Calonita Author Visit
By: Jain Amanat

 October 19, 2022, was a day of excitement at the middle  school celebrating Unity Day.   With the school banding together to stamp out bullying, 
Garden City Middle School  welcomed a special visitor, the popular teen author, Jen Calonita. She published her first book series almost two decades 
ago with her debut six book series coming out in 2005.  Since then, she has written multiple teen books with her most recent  released in summer '22.
 It was an enlightening experience for all students, but especially for the future writers among us. Ms. Calonita revealed her true 
secrets: hard work, organization, and patience are the keys to sucessfully writing her novels. She traced her journey with us from a reluctant 
reader to a published and renowned author. Ms. Calonita revealed the power of reading the right book; that is what changed her life 
and motivated her to become a writer.  When she writes a book, she hopes that at least one person can find inspiration or some motivation 
from reading it. She also talked about her writing process.  She writes down all her ideas on Post-its and puts them up on a wall or board.  
She said that she finds this helpful as she can organize all her ideas and figure out the plot point in her story by moving the Post-its around. 
She talked about how she finds that the middle of the story is the most difficult part to figure out, and she sometimes struggles with the 
middle plot points.   Her message in sharing this information is that we are human, and  things are not always easy, but that is part of life!
 Ms. Calonita also shared an inspiring story of how she became an author. She started as a reluctant reader who was reintroduced to reading 
by her teacher. Her favorite author growing up was Judy Blume whose book,  Tales of a Fourth Grade Nothing, changed everything for her. She 
was inspired to write books for teenagers and kids when she saw how much reading the right book had  transformed her and how much she began 
to enjoy the fantasy worlds inside books.  While in school, she began to write her own short stories and became a writer for the school newspaper, 
but it was not always easy. She tried to write a book once when she was younger, but she stopped after writing only a few pages.  After college, she 
got a job in the entertainment industry and worked for the magazine, Teen People, and she interviewed many rising stars such as Chris Pratt and 
Zac Effron!  She also showed us a picture she took with Dwayne Johnson when she interwired him! Her experiences as a Hollywood interviewer 
inspired her first book Secrets of  My Hollywood Life which turned into her first book series. This truly shows how one decision can change your life. 
It was a wonderful and inspirational experience to listen to Ms. Colonita's presentation!     
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London Bridge has Fallen Down
                                        By: Gianna Fernando    
 The 2nd Elizabethan Era has come to an end. Queen Elizabeth II unfortunately 
passed away on September 8, 2022. She was 96, and died peacefully at Balmoral 
Castle in Scotland. The Queen has been the U.K.’s longest serving monarch for 70 
years and 214 days until her death. She came to the throne in 1952 and experienced 
periods of social change in the world. Some notable historical events that she has lived 
through include the invention of color TV, the assassination of President Kennedy, 
Neil Armstrong’s walk on the moon, the September 11 attacks, and more recently 
the COVID-19 pandemic. The Queen’s funeral plans include a 10-day itinerary 
created years ago; an itinerary titled “Operation London Bridge.” On her death 
date, the Queen’s private secretary, prime minister, cabinet secretary, and senior 
British officials would be the first to know of her passing. The news would be spread 
digitally on government social media accounts and websites with a black banner on 
display. Flags would be flown at half-mast as well. King Charles, next in line to the 
throne, would escalate to his new royal ranking the next day. For the next week and 
a few days ahead, the coffin of the Queen will make a return to Buckingham Palace 
before a journey to Westminster Hall. Meanwhile, the newly crowned Kng will 
travel to different parts of the United Kingdom to receive messages of condolence. 
The late Queen’s coffin will be present at Westminster for viewing purposes four 
days before being closed off from the public until her funeral. This will occur 10 
days post-death. The funeral is said to be a National Day of Mourning and will take 
place at Westminster Abbey. At 11:00 AM on the funeral date, the country will hold a 
moment of silence once the coffin reaches the doors of the abbey. The coffin will then 
finally travel twenty-three miles to Windsor Castle, the Queen’s final resting place.

Mississippi River all dried up?
By: Maeve Durkan

 Currently the Mississippi River is at a record low level. This is 
due to a drought that is drying up the river. The Mississippi River has 
shrunk over 5,000 square miles in the last eighty years! That's about 
one football field per hour! With water levels this low, the number of 
shipwrecks has increased dramatically. Because of this people have 
been taking trains, subways, planes, and buses more often. This will 
eventually lead to more pollution in our atmosphere which could lead 
to worse global warming. Because the water levels are so low, people 
can now walk to an island in the middle of the Mississippi River that 
is usually surrounded by water. Over 40 gauges positioned in the 
Mississippi River basin have been reporting extremely low levels of water. 

LIV Golf Is Back
By:Erica Egor

      LIV Golf has shared some of their plans for the upcoming 2023 
season. Next year, they are prepared to become a twelve team league. 
LIV says that it’s aiming for its business model will eventually be similar 
to that of the other major team sports such as the NFL, MLB, and NHL. 
Officials hope that franchising its team will be able to create a revenue 
similar to these businesses and that Saudi Arabia's Public Investment 
fund currently doesn’t process. LIV producers explain that they hope to 
continue the trends of having a favorite player and team in golf. They 
hope to make different forms of entertainment for fans. To help do this 
there's no cut, shotgun start events that offer music playing throughout 
the round and countless activities in its fan village in addition to the on-
course product. To make it more enjoyable at the tournaments, viewers 
can watch the game in front of a big screen or just simply walk the course. 
There are fun interactive activities like putting challenges, chipping 
challenges and even a play area for kids. Khosla said a successful 2023 
– when the circuit transitions to the 14-event LIV Golf League – will see 
12 established teams and brands, as well as a commercialized product. 
In this upcoming year Liv hopes to achieve many new milestones.  
          Schedule for 2023: It has been confirmed that it will transition to 
the LIV Golf League in 2023 with 48 players on 12 teams. They will be 
playing a 14-event schedule with the goal of expanding golf. Of the eight 
events this season, five took place in the US. It is expected that LIV will 
be using a similar schedule this year which featured stops to Portland, 
Boston, and Chicago, as well as the home countries of some players. This 
could point to potential stops in Australia, South Africa, and England. 

Security in American Schools
By: Amanat D. Jain

 With the increase in danger to American school children, security 
systems are being evaluated and updated.  As a result,  security is increasing 
all over the country. The sharp increase in children's gun violence deaths 
in 2021 and the worry about the safety of children in schools is a defining 
factor in this.   The destructive and tragic Uvalde Shooting in Texas was a 
turning point which raised concern for more security measures in schools. 
 For most of American history, disease was the first killer of young 
children. But when cars were introduced and became the main method 
of transportation, they took over the primary death toll contributor for 
children aged 1 to 18. With a large increase in gun violence, gun deaths 
have for the first time in 2020, exceeded the number of automobile deaths 
and other forms of childhood deaths, and the numbers continue to rise. 
 What can schools do about this issue of gun violence? Many 
schools start with controlling access to school buildings (from 92 to 97 
percent), using security cameras (from 61 to 91 percent), and requiring 
faculty and staff to wear badges or picture IDs (from 63 to 77 percent). 
The percentage of public schools that reported requiring students to 
wear badges or picture IDs was also higher in 2019–20 than in 2009–
10 (10 vs. 7 percent). This sharp increase, while not consistent, is 
widespread and growing in an effort to help children survive in schools. 
 Even close to home at the Garden City Schools, we have 
lockdown and lockout drills  as part of  shooter protocols. In the late 
fall, we had an evacuation drill and went to St. Paul's Field House.  The 
police and fire departtment work with the school administration to make 
sure students and staff are well protected and have emergency protocols 
which are tested in accourdance with state guidelines.  

https://nces.ed.gov/fastfacts/display.asp?id=334 

https://encrypted-tbn0.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcSWm5_kG4KQstbkwB2DwNTbyBvLTGLc-
QXR8A&usqp=CAU

Virginia Shooting
By: Mara Nicholas 

 During a news conference on Nov 13, 2022, University of Virginia president 
Jim Ryan said three Cavaliers football players were shot and killed: junior receiver 
Lavel Davis Jr. of Dorchester, South Carolina; junior receiver Devin Chandler of 
Huntersville, North Carolina; and junior defensive end/linebacker D'Sean Perry 
of Miami. Authorities said the suspect in the shooting, identified as Christopher 
Darnell Jones Jr., was apprehended "without incident" just before 11 a.m. in 
Henrico County, Virginia. University of Virginia police chief, Tim Longo, said 
Jones, 22, had been arrested and charged with three counts of second-degree 
murder and three counts of using a handgun in the commission of a felony.
 Jones was listed as a freshman running back on the team’s 2018 roster, 
and his roster bio noted that he previously played at Petersburg High School 
and Varina High School in Virginia. Ryan said two other students were shot and 
hospitalized.  One victim was in good condition and one was on serious condition 
and not idetentified. The victim with the less serious injuries is junior running 
back, Mike Hollins.  His father told The Washington Post. Michael Hollins Sr. 
told The Post that his son is in "stable" condition after being shot in the back. 
"The doctors said he's going to recover," Hollins Sr. told the newspaper. "They 
said because of his age and physical condition, he's doing exceptionally well."
  "Mike is a fighter -- and he's showing it," Hollins' mother Brenda Hollins 
said to The Associated Press. "We have great doctors who have been working with 
him. And most importantly, we have God's grace and God's hands on him."  A 
school official confirmed to ESPN that the fifth victim is a female student who 
was in good condition as of Tuesday morning. Ryan said the shooting took place 
on a charter bus after students returned to campus from a field trip. He called the 
incident is a "sad, shocking, and tragic day for the university community." "Let 
me say how deeply sorry I am for the victims and for their family and friends," 
Ryan said. In a statement, Virginia football coach Tony Elliott said his team is 
experiencing "devastation and heartache.""I cannot find the words to express 
the devastation and heartache that our team is feeling today after the tragic 
events last night that resulted in the deaths of Lavel, D'Sean and Devin, and the 
others who were injured," Elliott said in the statement. "These were incredible 
young men with huge aspirations and extremely bright futures. Our hearts ache 
for their families, their classmates and their friends. These precious young men 
were called away too soon. We are all fortunate to have them be a part of our 
lives. They touched us, inspired us and worked incredibly hard as representatives 
of our program, university and community. Rest in peace, young men."
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Staff Members- Santo Aquilo, Caroline Brudie, Michael Desiderio, Jia 
Qi Dong, Maeve Durkin, Erica Egor, Ryan Flavey, Gianna Fernando, 
Jennifer Garcia, Madelyn Gebhard, Amanant Jain, Brielle James, 
Charlotte Kenny, Ava Klein, Leah Kline, Kate Koczko, Miles Luk, 
Liliana Magarino, Sebastian Martinez, Amelia Moran, Mara Nicholas, 
Anna Olcott, Casey Psaki, Ashley Ryker, James Shiraldi, Kiran Smith, 
Olivia Smith, and Caroline Weber
Reporters: Martina Cantalupo, Winston Dong,  Alex Lenzo, Peter 
Marchelos, Fiona Gibson
Faculty Advisor- Ms. Feerick
Special thanks to all who were instrumental in the production 
of this paper, including but not limited to: Mr. Samuelson,  
Dr.Fasano, Mr. Marr, and Mrs. Brillantino.
Opinions expressed are the writers and do not represent
the opinions of the school board, the advisor, or the administration.

     School News           

First Asian-American Actress: Anna May Wong
By: Jia Qi Dong

 Who’s your favorite movie actor? Maybe the most popular Hollywood star 
at the moment, but have you heard of Anna May Wong? She was the first Chinese-
American actress in Hollywood, back in the 1920s. Because of the impact she 
brought to the nation, helping to shape it, she will now be a part of the currency. 
Quarters will be printed with her face on it and will be released on October 24th, 
2022. Early on, Wong was often cast as an extra in the background. As time went 
on, though, she began to land bigger roles, such as her leading role in The Toll of 
the Sea in 1922. It was the first lead role she played, but it wouldn’t be her last. 
 Wong auditioned for more American films, however, she could only 
get extra roles, such as carrying something in the background, or playing 
stereotypical and offensive Asian characters. Despite being a great actress, her 
talent wouldn’t be recognized due to lack of opportunities. Racism heavily held 
her career back, making her move to Europe for better conditions. After Wong 
moved to Europe, she became an overnight sensation. Her talent was quickly 
recognized, letting her star in many plays and films. After becoming a sensation 
in Europe, a company in the United States, Paramount Studios, contacted her and 
promised her leading roles if she would return and act in their films again. After 
Wong returned to the United States, she was still faced with racism to an extent.
 One of Anna May Wong’s most famous films was Shanghai Express. She 
spent the next year in China. She returned to the United States in the 1950s. Wong 
died on February 3, 1961, of a heart attack at 56 years old. She brought so much 
impact that the Asian-American Arts Awards and the Asian Fashion Designers 
group named their awards after her. She helped take a huge step towards equality.

Crisis In Virginia 
By: Sebastian Martinez

 There was a really big crisis in Virginia.  A high school teen was killed 
and four were wounded in Virginia. The suspect of this shooting was from 
the University of Virginia. The names of the football players were Lavel 
Davis Jr, Devin Chandler, D’sean Perry. This murder was commited just in 
the morning at 11:00 am. Witnesses say that two other students were shot 
but were treated and their wounds were not fatal. There needs to be more 
awareness on shootings in the United States because there have been too many!  
It is a crisis that needs to be dealt with, so they are not common occurences. 

Fake Emergency Calls?
By: Miles Luk

 The new iPhone 14 has a new feature.  If a person who has the 
iPhone 14 on them, gets in a car accident, there is a mechanism that will 
automatically call the police for you. Unfortunately, this feature has called 
first responders to amusement parks because of the motion of roller coasters 
giving false alerts about car accidents. Though  Apple has implemented a 
system that prompts the owner to cancel the call, this feature does not help 
on roller coasters because it is clearly dangerous to take your phone out 
on a roller coaster. This new feature is causing problems because a fake 
emergency call can result in thousands of dollars in fines or up to a year 
in prison.  Play it safe and don't take your new phone on a roller coaster!

 What’s the Difference Between Being Alone and Being 
Lonely?

   By: Liliana Magarino
 “There’s a difference between being alone and being lonely”- David 
Flood. On November 21 and 22, 2022, Garden City Middle School was taught 
by David Flood what the answer to this question really means. David Flood 
opened up his presentation by speaking a language we were all unsure of. 
Moments later, we then found out it was his wife's native language,Tagalog. 
We then learned about his family. He has two children, a son and a daughter. 
He believes his son is the most important part of his family. This is because 
David’s son, Justin, has autism. David did not come to tell us a sad story or 
for us to give him sympathy. He came to teach us a lesson. There were three 
main stories we learned about his son that helped convey his message. The 
first story was how Justin told his parents the most heartbreaking news ever. 
He told them he was lonely. The second story he told us was how every day 
when Justin came home from school, he would ask Justin how lunch was and 
he would answer by telling his parents that he sat alone. The third story took 
place on Halloween. Justin eagerly wanted to go trick or treating alone, but 
his parents would not let him because they were concerned for his safety. 
Then, later that very same night, two kids from Justin's school showed up 
at his house and got permission to take him trick or treating. Justin and his 
parents were so happy. Each story had a significance and a lesson that David 
Flood focused on. Mr. Flood also gave us three tasks: The first exercise we 
did was to talk to someone next to us and tell them what we see.  The second 
was to give thanks to a teacher, and the third was stick to the rule that no 
one eats alone. Everything we learned and did during his presentation all 
came together and made sense. The reason Justin felt so lonely and ate 
alone was because no one took the time to learn about him; they judged 
him because he had autism. After his talk, Mr. Flood said that he wants 
us to be like the kids that took Justin trick or treating that night.  Working 
together and being kind, we can prevent people from ending up being alone.

Plastic and Recycling 
By: Anna Olcott

 Plastic first begins its life cycle underground where gas and oil are taken 
from below the surface of the planet. This process can produce fossil fuels which 
are made from decomposing plants and animals. These fossil fuels are cleaned 
in facilities. To clean these fossil fuels, facilities use extreme temperatures and 
large amounts of water and energy. They are then converted into pellets that 
are later melted and molded into different objects. For example, the fossil fuels 
are made into things like water bottles, garbage bags, clothes, and packaging. 
The stuff people throw away is only made worse by its disposal. Plastics do not 
decompose when they are thrown into nature. Surprisingly, only 9% of plastic 
in the US is actually recycled as per the agreement with the Environmental 
Protection Agency. However, this isn't just a pollution problem, it's a climate 
problem because it is one of the largest polluters of greenhouse gasses.  
 A former administrator from the Environmental Protection Agency, Judith 
Enck, explained how plastic is starting to become like coal. Coal is the most 
polluting fossil fuel. Therefore, generating energy from coal is already being 
closed down. Enck also explained how plastic will stay around for a long time, 
unless it is completely cut out of our everyday lives. From its manufacture, plastic 
releases greenhouse gasses at every stage of its life cycle. The plastic industry is 
in control of letting 232 million tons of global warming be released each year. 
This is the same amount as the average emissions let out by 116 coal-fired power 
plants in 2020. It's also the same annual emissions as around 50 million cars. To 
conclude, plastic can be very dangerous to the environment, so use it the right way. 

https://www.google.com/search?q=anna+may+wong&rlz=1C1CHBF_enUS1021US1022&source=lnms
&tbm=isch&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwi3zqfm0vz7AhUmMVkFHU3VCk8Q_AUoAXoECAEQAw&biw=

https://support.apple.com/library/content/dam/edam/applecare/images/en_US/iOS/ios-16-iphone-14-pro-
watchos-9-series-8-crash-detection.png
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Black Panther: Wakanda Forever
By: Leah Kline

 Are you a Black Panther fan and want to learn more about the 
new movie? Black Panther: Wakanda Forever includes super heroes 
who fight to protect their area against opposing world powers as the 
Wakandans endeavor on and these heroes must fight together to forge 
a new path for their domain. Black Panther: Wakanda Forever as you 
may know is the sequel to Black Panther. The African premiere for this 
movie in Nigeria is going to be the first Marvel premiere there in history. 

      Hotel Transylvania: Transformania 
                                                   By Olivia Smith
 The movie series Hotel Transylvania, came out with a new movie 
called Transformania. This movie is rated PG. It is an animated comedy 
about a monster hotel. Dracula is retiring and leaving the hotel to Mavis 
and Johnny. Johnny is very enthusiastic, so he is very happy to hear this. 
Johnny talks to Dracula about renovating the hotel which makes Dracula 
nervous. Being nervous, he lies and says Johnny can't renovate the hotel 
because of the “monster real-estate law”which means only monsters can 
renovate. Van Helsing decides to help Johnny using a ray that turns humans 
into monsters and monsters into humans. Johnny becomes a monster and 
Dracula wants to turn him back. Trying to get him back, Dracula accidentally 
zaps himself (turning him into a human) and breaks the rays crystal. I rate 
the movie a 9/10, great and fun movie! Watch it to see what happens next! 

2023 Grammys
By: Amelia Moran

 As the 2023 Grammys approach, it’s time to reveal the nominees. 
Music’s biggest night will take place on Sunday, February 5, 2023, from 
8-11:30 p.m. EST. This year, the Grammys have 91 categories. Stars such as 
Harry Styles, Taylor Swift, BTS, Kendrick Lamar, and Beyoncè have multiple 
nominations, ranging from 3-9.  This year’s host is comedian Trevor Noah, who 
has also hosted for the last two editions. The process of deciding who gets a 
Grammy is up to the Academy. The voting members of NARAS, who through 
a series of ballots, select 5 nominees for each category, which ultimately leads 
to the winner for that category. Each Grammy weighs six pounds. Each gold 
plated trophy is made of a special proprietary zinc, called “grammium”. This 
is trademarked by the craftsmen of the trophy. Although everyone can’t get 
a Grammy, all nominees receive a nomination medallion and certificate.

EnolaHolmes 2
By: Brielle James

 Enola Holmes 2 came out on Nov 4, 2022.   Netflix released the 
first movie in the series as well. This movie is about the little sister of the 
detective, Sherlock Holmes. Enola, too, wanted to be a detective like her 
brother and tried to start her own detective agency. Her business fails, but 
when she is about to move her stuff out, a little girl named Bessie comes 
to the agency.    She asks Enola to help her find her sister from a match 
factory, which is experiencing a deadly typhus epidemic. Along this 
journey, Enola  come across many twists and turns with her case, but in 
the end, well, you will have to watch the movie to find out what happens.

Bob McGrath, Original ‘Sesame Street’ Cast Member, Dead 
at 90

By Ava Klein 
 Bob McGrath, cast member of Sesame Street, has died. He was 
90 and peacefully died at home surrounded by family. The Sesame 
Workshop paid tribute to McGrath’s nearly five decades on the show in a 
thread on twitter. McGrath appeared in the Sesame Street pilot in 1969 
and went on to work on 47 seasons of the show, departing the series in 
2017.  He still represented the show at various events in recent years. 
Mcgrath was also a successful tenor and musician.He performed in Las 
Vegas and Tokyo many times.One of his crew members called him a role 
model and a good friend to society. He was  both a father and grandfather. 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fdeadline.com%2Fwp-content%2Fuplo
ads%2F2022%2F10%2FGettyImages-1436909400.jpg%3Fw%3D1024&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F
%2Fdeadline.com%2F2022%2F10%2Fblack-panther-wakanda-forever-red-carpet-world-premiere-

data:image/jpeg;base64,/9j/4AAQSkZJRgABAQAAAQABAAD/2wCEAAoGBxQUExYUFBQYGBYZGh
8aGhoaGh8gHB0iGR8fIiAcHyAgICsiHR0oICEgIzQjKC0uMTExGSE3PDcwOyswMS4BCwsLDw4PHR

https://www.billboard.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/sound-album-of-the-year-illustration-billboard-
2022-bb09-1260.jpg?w=1260&h=840&crop=1

https://m.media-amazon.com/images/M/MV5BYWJmNzRiMWEtNzk3Ni00OGU5LThlMDctYmJhMTA1YzEz
NjY4XkEyXkFqcGdeQXVyMTM0NTUzNDIy._V1_.jpg

Scandal: George Santos Elected to Congress Amid Protest
    By: Winston Dong
 Honesty is key, but George Santos, a newly elected Congressman 
representing Long Island in New York, has taken no heed of that.
Santos has been under fire in recent weeks after the New York Times 
published an article on December 19, 2022, which uncovered a laundry 
list of lies Santos promoted during his campaign.  The issues include his 
education, religion, job, and culture. In fact, Santos has only recently 
admitted to lying about his resume.  He is still lying low from the press.
 But now that he is elected, the firestorm continues to swirl, 
gigantifying with every passing day.  In an interview with the New 
York Post on December 29, last year, Democratic assemblyman 
Chuck Lavine, supporting a demonstration by local Long 
Islanders against Santos, ranted about Santos’ inexplicable lying.
As a result, an online petition has been signed by 800 residents who 
are calling for an investigation by the Ethics Department of Congress.  
The George Santos campaign has currently not responded to comment as 
of this story.
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    TRADE DEADLINE REACTION
  By: Ryan Falvey
 The NFL trade deadline has been massive so far this year. One big move 
has been Robert Quinn to the Eagles.  This adds a ton of passrush to a great 
Philadelphia Eagles team that is already very deep. The Jets traded for James 
Robinson.  He will not replace the production of Breece Hall but will be a great 
spark for this offense.  Also, Kadarius Toney got traded to the Chiefs.  This will 
add a great spark to an already very dangerous Chiefs offense. In what, I think, 
was the biggest move of the deadline, Chritsian McCaffery will be headed to 
San Francisco.  Jimmy Garrapolo now has a ton of weapons to play around 
with in San Francisco.  I think the Chicago Bears  are working on rebuilding 
the team.   They will send NFL top tackler, Roquan Smith, to the Baltimore 
Ravens.  This trade sends the Ravens into the NFL’s top tier with their electric 
offense led by Lamar Jackson and Mark Andrews. If Mike Macdonald can lead  
the Ravens along with stars, Marlon Humphrey and Roquan Smith, this team 
will be a legit threat.  Another huge trade was Chase Claypool to the Chicago 
Bears.  This gives Justin Fields a good 1,2 threat with Chase Claypool and 
Darnell Mooney.  The next trade I want to go over is T.J. Hockenson to the 
Minnesota Vikings. This makes the Vikings one of the NFC powerhouses.  Kirk 
Cousins will have Justin Jefferson, Adam Theilen, and now T.J. Hockenson.  
This, I believe, may be the only team that can beat the Philadelphia Eagles. 
Also a big deal is Bradley Chubb to the Miami Dolphins.  He will add a much 
needed pass rusher to this Dolphins team.  The last trade I want to look at is 
Calvin Ridley to the Jacksonville Jaguars.  When he comes back next year 
from his suspension, the Jags will have a great 1,2 punch at receiver with 
Christian Kirk and Calvin Ridley. The NFL trade deadline has affected the NFL 
in many ways and has been the most active trade deadline in recent history.

How is a Tornado Produced?
                  By: Caroline Brudie
 Tornadoes are one of Earth’s most violent forces of nature. They occur 
in all 50 states and have been spotted throughout the year. While they are most 
common in the United States, tornadoes can occur all over the world. While great 
strides have been made in the study of tornadoes, there’s still so much we don’t 
know about them. They have been studied immensely during the last few decades 
to learn more about what causes them and how they form. CNN meteorologist, 
Brandon Miller, who is also a storm chaser, has been following and studying 
tornadoes since 2005. “Something you learn from studying tornadoes, especially 
in the field, is that there is no perfect formula for forming a tornado – every storm 
is unique,” says Miller. “Sometimes, it may appear that a storm is in a perfect 
environment for a tornado to form, yet it never does. Tornadoes frequently form 
in environments where it seems like one or more ‘ingredients’ to storm formation 
is missing or lacking,” says Miller. While there’s no perfect formula as to which 
storms will produce tornadoes, there’s commonality in the anatomy of the 
systems that result in tornadoes. There are even signs you can see that will help 
you understand the life cycle of a developing storm that could produce a tornado. 
Tornadoes are normally formed from supercells. These supercells develop when 
there are several things in place to help them thrive: invisibility, lift and wind 
shear. Within the supercell, wind shear becomes a crucial component to the 
storm's development. Shear is when winds change directions with height, and 
this creates a spin within the thundercloud. Although most tornadoes are usually 
small and short lived, they are still dangerous and can cause a lot of damage.

The Destruction from Hurricane Ian
By: Leah Kline

 Have you ever thought that a hurricane could get so destructive 
that it could endanger so many lives? Hurricane Ian began in Florida and 
was known as a Category 4 storm and was the deadliest hurricane in the 
state since 1935. The death toll from this hurricane continues to rise and 
has now surpassed 100! Hurricane Ian started in Cuba, which left it in 
complete darkness, and had continued to pass through Florida. With floods 
covering so many roads and people trying to stay afloat, it has been very 
dangerous and would take a while to rebuild it back up again. As a matter 
of fact, my grandfather, who lives in Fort Myers, FL, has experienced the 
hurricane but moved to a safer area once the hurricane was about to hit. He 
is safe, however, everything around his condo has been destroyed but his 
home still stands but will have to be rebuilt due to water damage. However, 
many ruined houses will take possibly millions of dollars to be rebuilt 
and to have residents living there again. Lastly, to all of the people who 
lost their homes to this destructive hurricane, I hope that they are safe and 
that they can do all of the things that they could before the hurricane hit.

World Cup
By: Michael Desiderio

 Every four years, soccer players from countries all over the world 
come together to represent their country to play in the World Cup.  The 
World Cup is one of the most popular sporting events in the world.  This 
year the World Cup was hosted in Qatar.  Qatar is located in the Middle 
East and this year the World Cup is being called the chaos cup because of 
the humidity of the country.  In the World Cup final, Argentina won.  Lionel 
Messi won his first World Cup and this was his last one.  Soccer fans all 
over the world are upset that their favorite players and teams did not win, 
especially fans from France because they almost won.  It was 3 to 3 and it 
went into overtime and was an amazing game.  In the end, Argentina won it all.

Photos by Mr. Kline

Watch Out for Scams
    By: Casey Psaki 
On October 11, 2022, a boutique named Linny’s, located in Plainview, NY, was 
caught selling fake items for a lot of money. The store was owned by Lindsay 
Castelli, 31, from Smithtown, NY. She would take a $3 hat and iron on a 
counterfeit logo, and then resell the hat for $300 or more. In retail value, more 
than $10 million worth of Chanel, about $4.5 million of Gucci and more than $25 
million of Louis Vuitton counterfeits were confiscated.  Castelli was arrested after 
surrendering Friday morning and faces a 2nd-degree trademark counterfeiting 
charge. She was released and scheduled to appear in Hempstead district court.


